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Here’s a double offer worth lis- 
tening to! Two successful Gift 
Shows—the New York and the 
Philadelphia shows—are again to 
be combined for your profit and 
convenience. The success of last 
year’s great show and the impos- 
sibility of securing suitable accom- 
modations in New York made this 
move advisable for your greater 


comfort and convenience. 


So arrange to be at the Hotel 
Benjamin Franklin, August 19th 
to 23rd, and shop more than 500 
lines of the country’s leading man- 


ufacturers and importers of gifts, 


artwares, and decorative home 


furnishings, in comfort, privacy, 


and without distractions. 


Even New York buyers will find 
their time more productive here 


than in the New York market. 





And since New York is but an 


hour and forty minutes away, it is 


an easy matter to combine with 
your visit to this Combined Gift 
Show, one or more trips to the 


World’s Fair of 1940. 


NEW YORK-PHILADELPHIA 
Combined GIFT SHOW 


Hotel Benjamin Franklin, Philadelphia 


AUGUST 19 TO 23 





PONSORED BY THE NATIONAL GIFT AND ART ASSOCIATION, INC. » GEORGE F. LITTLE MANAGEMENT, INC., 220 FIFTH AVENUE 








A distinctive Colonial type wallpaper 
copied from the famed John Early House in Lynchburg, Virginia. The faithful atten- 


tion paid to every detail of design and workmanship in “The Early” is to be found in 


every Strahan wallpaper. © “The Early” is one of the papers used in the decoration of 
the Namm-Cushman House at the New York World’s Fair. 





THOMAS STRAHAN COMPANY 


CHELSEA, MASSACHUSETTS 


MAKERS OF FINE WALLPAPERS SINCE 1886 


SHOWROOMS: 


IN NEW YORK CITY AT 417 FIFTH AVENUE 


IN CHICAGO AT 6 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE 
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See the 
CHAMPIONS 


OF THE GIFT WORLD 


It’s always a safe bet that you'll find the 
most popular champions competing at 


the biggest meets. 


And that’s exactly why we say that 
you'll see the champions of the gift world 
at the 32nd Consecutive Chicago Gift 
Show to be held July 29th to August 9th 
at the Palmer House. For the exhibits of 
gifts, art wares and decorative home 
furnishings there—more than 250 of 


them—will be carefully selected to win 





a place in any competition. 


The best way to make next season’s 
profits “break the tape” is to attend the 
Chicago Gift Show and select your stock 


from the champions of the industry. 


CHICAGO GIFT SHOW 


Palmer House—July 29 to Aug. 9 


EASTERN MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTERS EXHIBIT-: INC 


A. STANLEY BRUSSEL, President - $.CRAIG PRESTON, Vice-President - GEORGE F. LITTLE, Managing Director - 220 Fifth Avenue, New York 





6 INTERIOR DECORATOR 











FOR ODERN SETTINGS, 


CA TOPS! 


I" modern rooms Formica table tops strike the right modern 
note. Those shown in the illustration were installed in the Interstate 
Glass House at Chicago by the Royal Metal Manufacturing Co. 


R 











Formica in flat colors or patterns with inlays in color or metal is 
strikingly decorative and enables the table top to add something 
distinctive to the ensemble of room. For period rooms Formica 
Realwood offers the genuine grains of real woods with all the 
qualities of a plastic—to stand more severe treatment than wood 
has ever been able to take before. Let us send you the facts. 


The Formica Insulation Co., 4655 Spring Grove Ave., Cincinnati, 0. 


ORMICA 


OR FURNITURE AND FIXTURES. 
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The Decorative Arts 






Center of America 





18th Century English 


Reproductions. 


Eastern Representative 


FASHIONED FURNITURE INC. 


383 Madison Avenue 


PLaza 5-5595 To the Trade 


Paul 08 Kaulet 











English 


Furniture 


ANTIQUES AND 
HANDMADE COPIES 


+7 


We sell only to recognized 


dealers and interior designers 


Srevor C, Hodges Lid 











The Decorative Arts 
Center of America 











~ 282 MADISON 








Custom made _ furni- 
ture for the home, and 
a beautiful line of 
crystal lamps. 








Decorators 
FURNITURE 


LOBBY 
INC. 
ELdorado 5-2076 




















ENGLISH ANTIQUES 


Importers of fine English antiques— 
GEORGE BLUNDELL of LONDON 
guarantees every article to be exactly 
as represented. Photographs of spe- 
cific pieces on request. 


GEORGE BLUNDELL 


OF LONDON, INC. 
385 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 





























These twin buildings with a 
combined entrance opposite 
the Ritz-Carlton Hotel, pre- 
sent the ideal mart for the 
interior decorator. 


The central location, large 
showrooms and a prestige of 
address resulting from long 
tenancy of firms, preeminent 
in the field of decorative fur- 
nishings, have made _ this 
address a veritable merchandise 
mart for the finest of what- 
ever the decorator may seek. 


On these pages are names of 
outstanding firms, many with 
whom you have traded and 
others whom you should visit. 
They all specialize in fine 
decorative furnishings for the 
trade and merit a visit at your ti 
earliest opportunity. P im, 
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A Distinguished Address Where 


In Spacious Private Showrooms 
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46thh& 47th STS. N.Y. C. 


| AVENUE 385 





TO DECORATORS 


|planning office interiors | 
| 
| We have in stock a large selec- 


tion of fine office furniture and 


equipment. Our Special Order 





department is at the service of 
the decorator to aid in the plan- 
ning and building of furniture 


to meet any office requirement. 





Macey-Fowler, Inc. 


| 385 MADISON AVE., N. Y. C. — PL 3-7000 

















Decorative Furnishings Are Exhibited 
For Your Complete Convenience. 





ACCESSORIES 


George Blundell of London, Inc. 
(Antique) 
Brunovan, Inc. 
(Antique—Reproductions) 


ANTIQUE FURNITURE 


George Blundell of London, Inc. 
(English) 
Brunovan, Inc. 
(French) 
Trevor E. Hodges, Ltd. 
(English) 


LAMPS 


Decorators Furniture Lobby, Inc. 
(Crystal) 


OFFICE FURNITURE 
Macey-Fowler, Inc. 


REPRODUCTIONS, FURNITURE 


Brunovan, Inc. 

(French 18th Cent.) 
Decorators Furniture Lobby, Inc. 
(English-French) 

Trevor E. Hodges, Ltd. 
(English) 

Paul Raulet 
(English 18th Cent.) 
Tomlinson of High Point 
(Amer.-Eng.-Fr. 18th Cent.) 


4a) RA 
Fey PRR otek 
a). dk Pie 






















STA CTR 


| The Decorative Arts 
~ Center of America 
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ANTIQUES - REPRODUCTIONS 


BRUNOVAN, INC. 


SYLVAIN BRUNO, PRESIDENT 
MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 























































The magnificent Mount Vernon Collection 
is on display for your inspiration and 
convenience. 


TOMLINSON of HIGH PoINT 


New YORK—385 MADISON AVENUE 
Chicago—1776 Merchandise Mart 
Pittsburgh, 907 Penn Ave. Detroit, 629 Gratiet Ave. 












The Decorative Arts 
Center of America 





Old French and English 
Furniture and Accessories 


We have taken enlarged space to show 
many desirable additions to our already 
large stock of French and English 
pieces. These were selected by Mr. 
Hall on his European trip this Spring. 
When in New York be sure and plan 
to go over this collection thoroughly 


Prices on request 


ny -_ 
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3 £AST 40TH STREET 
RICHARD NORTON, INC. 
155 E. Superior St., Chicago, Ill. 
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DILLON-WELLS INC. 
7650 W. 7th St., Los Angeles, Cal. 
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FACT & COMMENT 


DECORATING BUSINESS T74e saying that “clothes make the man’’ con- 
tains more truth than the average person would be willing to admit. Na- 
turally, the tailor can not furnish character or personality, but he can 
dress up what is there in order to create an attractive and pleasing im- 
pression. Such impressions go a long way toward general acceptance. 


This is all predicated on the oft overlooked or misunderstood basic 
principle, that humans react very strongly to their surroundings. Who's 
more keenly alive to this than the successful restaurateur? He spends 
thousands each year in furnishing a gay and festive atmosphere to attract 
clients. The same may be said of a theatre manager and others who by 
virtue of necessity have had to study human reactions, They fully appre- 
ciate that given pleasing or elegant surroundings the average person will 


respond accordingly. 


Yet, many high powered business men and qualified efficiency experts 
prime organizations with expensive and intricate equipment and too often 
entirely disregard the surroundings, in which the work is to be carried 
on. The actual reason is, of course, that these business directors, are not 
aware that proper atmosphere will increase efficiency. This task naturally 
falls to the adventurous interior decorator who is especially sensitive to 
the importance of proper surroundings. 


Fortunately, there are several outstanding examples of successful firms 
who have already seen the light and have accepted expert decorative 
guidance. In such instances we no longer see the dull, drab buff walls, 
and the strong, harsh natural or artificial light, and the cold, dreary con- 
crete floors, or the machine shop distractions, either in the general or 
executive offices. In some instances where actual tests have been made of 
the results, increased efficiency is very marked among the workers thus 
influenced by the improved surroundings. 


For such a condition to prevail generally, many hide-bound and moth- 
eaten traditions that now haunt the business world will have to be buried. 


We would like to see a well organized and effective campaign on the 
part of the interior decorator to sell this idea to the powers that be in the 
realm of business. The success of such a program would be very 
beneficial to both the business man and the office worker and at the same 
time broaden the scope of interior decorative activity. 


The Editor 
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“C) NLY A VENEER’’—strange indeed that this term 
should have become a cynicism for cheap or poorly 
manufactured articles of wood. Actually veneering in 
itself is in mo way an evidence of inferior construction. 
Naturally enough careless veneer work, like any other 
slipshod craftsmanship is bound to create trouble no end. 
Then when subjected to our “‘desert-like’ steam heated 
homes bad veneers are bound to separate, crack and splin- 
ter. Thus it is that the highly respectable and intricate 
craft of veneering has undeservedly acquired a questionable 
reputation. 

Far from being a modern innovation, the history of 
veneering fades off into the dimness of Egyptian antiquity. 
Those who care may find in various museums Egyptian 
coffins elaborately decorated with intricate veneer designs. 
The one illustrated on this page, from the Metropolitan 
Museum, harks back to the XII Dynasty, about 2,300 B. C. 
This rare bit of veneering has courageously withstood the 
ravages of more than 4,200 years. Close inspection of this 
fine specimen proves that the Egyptian craftsmen were 
well versed in the fine art of good veneering. And the 
fact that this coffin was the final resting place for the 
daughter of a prince is evidence enough that veneer was 
accepted in the “‘best society.” 

In this “wonderful” industrial age which we all “enjoy” 
living in, it would be another sad commentary on progress, 
if the veneers made in 1940 were no better than those 
“made in ancient Egypt.” However, we can be very op- 
timistic on this score for, with the new bonding materials, 
modern veneers have attained a high degree of perfection. 


Rediscovery of Veneer 


Not only the early Egyptians but the Romans, employed 
veneering for furniture decoration. Many fine veneer 
pieces have come down to us from classic times. Then 
came the Middle Ages—an era when many fine things were 
forgotten, including the art of veneering. It was not until 


Right, Fine antique Egyptian veneer 
work. done 4200 years ago for the coffin 
of a daughter of a prince of the XIl 
Dynasty. Inspection of this relic proves 
the Egyptians were very apt at the fine 
art of veneering. Courtesy Metropoli- 
tan Museum. 


Opposite Page 


Top, Edith Gecker and Hammond Kroll, 
decorators—Combination den and guest 
room, cleverly designed and _ furnished 
with modern curved veneer. The veneer 
panelling is stained to match the walnut 
cabinets which conceal many gadgets. 
Courtesy M. Mittman & Co. 


Below, Chas. Dean, arch.—City man- 
ager’s office, Sacramento City Hall, 
panelled with plywood of bayott, a 
light colored, highly figured hard wood. 


late in the 17th Century that the practice of veneering 
again appeared as an important craft, but it was only for 
the wealthy or the ruling class. An outstanding royal piece 
of veneer work is the famous ‘Cabinet du Roi’ designed 
by Reissener, for Louis XV. This elaborate desk which 
is now in the Louvre, Paris, took nine years to build and 
cost over a million francs. 

Dutch cabinet workers under the patronage of William 
and Mary and Queen Anne, revived and popularized ve- 
neer work in England. The gorgeous and intricate walnut 
veneers on the furniture made during the reign of Queen 
Anne, attracted attention to the wide possibilities of em- 
ploying laminated woods as decoration. The beautiful wal- 
nut veneered panels with burls, swirls, and oyster pattern 
are admired as much today as when they were made. Wal- 
nut, because of its great irregularities of growth, offers the 
greatest possibility for decorative work of any of the better 
known woods. 


Veneer Virtues 


Veneering actually is a very important and often neces- 
sary function in the field of wood working. Aside from 
adding to the structural efficiency of wood if veneer were 
not resorted to, more than 75% of the native beauty of 
wood would be lost or hidden. Today the greater part of 
furniture construction is of veneers formed into plywood. 
The reasons are: 

For Greater Strength—Plies of wood adhered by a tough 
bond are considerably stronger than a solid piece of equal 
size. Furthermore, the adjacent layers of a plywood are 
placed with the grain at right angles, thus counterbalancing 
the action of warping and twisting. 

For Greater Beauty—rotary and diagonal cutting greatly 
accentuates the beauty of the grain. Of course, rotary cut- 
ting can only be used to produce thin sheets, and because 
of the thinness of these sheets the figure varies so very 
slightly that almost perfect matching is possible. Then 
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Back Cut Plain Sliced Quarter Sliced 
Above, showing the four methods of obtaining veneers. 


Rotary cut—Log after softening in a steam bath is placed on 
a large lathe and turned against a razor-edged knife which 
peels the veneer off in a continuous sheet. 


Half round and back cut—The log is mounted off center on 
the lathe and rotated against a knife. 


Plain and quarter sliced is done by a veneer slicer, after the 
log has been steamed. In this case the log is drawn over a 
stationary knife. The plain or flat slice is parallel to the center 
of the log. The quarter or diagonal cut slices at right angles 
to the annular rings. 


The thickness for veneers in the rotary cut are from 1/28 to 
1/18 of an inch. Sliced veneers, though, are generally 1/28 
of an inch, but can be cut from 1/100 to 1/16, and a few 
woods, as thick as 1/8. 


Before the advent of modern machinery veneer cuts were 
necessarily done by the hand saw. It was then only pos- 
sible to obtain the plain or quarter cut veneers, a tedious job 
in itself and very wasteful as the saws were thick affecting 
considerable loss in sawdust. 


Below, matched veneer patterns most commonly used. The 
type of veneer figure dictates which of these patterns will be 
followed. Large, sweeping plume or cross fire figures will be 
matched in the V or herringbone pattern, but small swirls, dots 
or straighter grains can be made up into the weave or block 
pattern. 


















= 
pele : 
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(Illustrations in this column, courtesy Mahogany Association) 
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quite often, the grain pattern is most beautiful in the very 
small, irregular cuts of the tree and can only be used for 
veneering. 

For Greater Economy—Finely figured woods are always 
more expensive. In fact, it is not unusual for a rare log 
to cost $5,000, or more. It does not require high finance to 
understand what a piece of furniture would come to with 
this initial cost. Quartering such a log into inch planking, 
while it would bring out the beauty of the grain would be 
a very expensive proposition. A single one inch plank 
could be used for a table, desk or cabinet top. From that 
same one inch may be sliced off fifty to one hundred veneer 
sheets, thus greatly distributing the cost of the initial log. 

For Greater Workability—Bow, serpentine or other flat 
curved construction is only possible through the use of 
plywoods. These laminated panels are also very much eas- 
ier to adapt in unusual circumstances and are very much 
lighter as a thinner piece of veneer will often do the same 
work required of solid construction. 


Modern Veneers 


In this age of new materials and new methods modern 
veneers or plywoods have really become a sensation in the 
wood industry. And it is no wonder as the plywoods to- 
day have licked the basic weaknesses of wood and at the 
same time retained all the natural beauty and charm of 
man’s oldest friend, the tree. Till recently adhesives for 
veneers have been animal or vegetable byproducts and were 
subject either to insect attack or water and sometimes both. 

Thanks to the plastic field a synthetic bond has been 
found that actually impregnates the wood fibres and greatly 
increases its structural efficiency and holds with a tenacity 
heretofore unheard of. Moreover this iron bound plastic 
cement laughs at all manner of bugs and knows not the ways 
of water. Certain plywoods fabricated with this new ad- 
hesive become more then ten times as strong as steel for 
its same weight. Others are rendered so fire resistant that 
they satisfy underwriters’ tests sufficiently to be employed 
as fire-proof doors. 

Nor are all these beautifully grained woods adhered to 
a wood foundation. Some are mounted on metal and 
others on fabric. The metal laminated woods may be 
sawn, drilled and worked like a metal sheet while the can- 
vass backed panels may be cut, curved around corners, par- 
allel with the grain, and treated very much as a fabric. 

This synthetic adhesive has also been successfully em- 
ployed as a transparent film coating the surface of wood 
and protecting it from atmospheric conditions, scratching 
acids and burns. 

What a wonderful avenue of expansion has been opened 
by such transformations in the field of veneers. Little 
wonder that the plywood industry is growing by leaps and 
bounds and most of the factories in this field are behind 
in their orders. Naturally, a great deal of this plywood is 
used industrially but a very large percentage is employed 
for panelling in all types of interiors as well as the manu- 
facture of furniture and furnishings. 








Veneer Specifications 


Despite the seemingly inexhaustible resourcefulness of 
industrial research men there are two factors in the wood 
field beyond their control. One is tree growth and the 
other is world conditions. Talking with plywood fabri- 
cators reveals that the decorator and the architect too often 
overlook these very important elements. Specifications for 
large quantities of certain woods, usually to be matched, are 
drawn up without first checking available supplies on hand. 
It is not uncommon, under such conditions, for the speci- 
fications to be changed and plans revised as the wood de- 
sired is not available at the time. 


Veneer Figures 

Many and varied are the elements that contribute to mak- 
ing wood a beautiful raw product. One of the principal 
elements for trees that grow in temperate zones are the well 
known annual rings. Cutting through these rings at varicus 
angles often produces unusual patterns such as the flake 
pattern of oak or lacewood. 

Down south where there are no great changes of climate 
annual rings do not occur in tree growth; instead the grain 
becomes interlocked thus forming figuratures like the flame 
and plume designs found in mahogany. 

Like the pearl in the oyster, irregular growth from injury 
or irritation sometimes produces the most beautiful swirls 
and burls. These irregular growths may appear as warts 
or lumps on the outside of the tree or incisions or breaks 
within the heart of the plant. Very often these defects do 
not fully show up until the log has been stripped and is 
ready for cutting or slicing. 


Roy Blass, arch. — Office 
of vice president of Chi- 
cago Vitreous Enamel 
Products Co. — _ here 
straight and flat cut 
grain walnut Flexwood 
separated by an inlay of 
zebra wood is used on 
the wall. Note wood 
veneer border for acous- 
tical ceiling. Curved desk 
is made of veneers. Cour- 
tesy, Furniture Age. 





Splendid illustrations of the hidden beauty of logs are 
to be found in any mill that works in hardwood, One par- 
ticular incident is related of an inspector passing a log as 
too small and plain for veneer cutting, and ordered it sawed 
into lumber. An alert operator on the buzz saw noticed 
after the first cutting a beautiful figure near the heart of the 
wood. Consequently this piece was sliced up for veneers and 
sold for twenty-five cents a square foot, or $1500 for the 
6,000 square feet. As plain lumber this would have sold 
for $15. 

Very often a log will show promising pattern on the 
outside and be a complete disappointment within. Thus it 
is that inspection and selection of logs for veneer cutting 
contains a great element of gamble. 

Large root masses, and crotches are a very important 
source in producing highly figured veneers. The oyster 
pattern veneers so popular during the reign of Queen Anne 
were produced from diagonal cuttings of saplings or small 
branches; they are actually the ring markings. In maple, 
the bird’s-eye patterns comes from myriad bud growths that 
do not acquire sufficient strength to sprout through the 
bark and just form pimples or dots through the wood sur- 
face. 

Thus the torturous life and repressions of nature are the 
basic factores for supplying man with one of the most im- 
portant inherent beauties of wood. 


Veneer Cuts 


The principal methods of cutting veneer are rotary cut, 
half round, back cut, plain sliced, quartered or diagonal 
sliced, illustrated on opposite page. (Please turn to page 37) 
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Goes Modern 


By Basden Butt 


LONDON— H. RB. H. PRINCE CHIRASAKTI is now residing in a 
recently decorated apartment at the Mayfair. 

When one speaks of the Royal House of Siam it is natural to 
conjure up ideas of Oriental potentates and Oriental splendor. 
One imagines furniture with costly inlays, brocades so stiff with 
gold that they would stand of themselves, not to speak of orna- 
ments and objets d’art of priceless workmanship and extrava- 
gance. The delightful freshness and simplicity of the London 
apartment of Prince Chirasakti, illustrated herewith, may there- 
fore be said to possess the added charm of the unexpected. Far 








Entrance hall with cabinet in Indian laurel and ash. 


from what one might imagine, he has an exceedingly smart modern suite which combines simplicity, practical ingenuity 
and very pleasing decoration. Much of the furniture is specifically designed to make the most of a restricted space and in- 
deed there is nothing which could be called the least pretentious or which departs from faultlessly good taste. 

Even in the quite moderate size entrance hall a note of true originality and distinction prevails which is characteristic of 
the apartment throughout. Immediately on the right of the entrance is a piece of furniture that is highly practical, see illus- 
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Interesting and practical ar- 
rangement of furniture in this 
study is typical of the apart- 
ment as a whole. Round table 
is of rosewood as are the chairs 
in blue morocco. Ivory velvet 
curtains have blue and yellow 
design. 








tration at the head of this article. It is a cabinet of contem- 
porary design which the Prince prefers to the time honored 
oak chest or monk’s seat, the traditional piece of the Eng- 
lish entrance hall. 

This cabinet includes a capacious cupboard for motoring 
rugs, wraps, gloves and everything that used to be stored 
in the monk’s seat. The top also makes a useful table and 
telephone stand, and there is a recessed shelf beneath it for 
telephone directories and newspapers. It is in two extreme- 
ly decorative woods, Indian laurel, a reminder of the Orient, 
and English Ash in honor of the land which has so many 
happy associations for His Royal Highness. The armchair 
in the near-by corner is in mulberry linen with buff piping, 
which makes a rich harmony with the two woods of the 
cabinet. The wall mirror also shows unusual treatment, 
with its lateral borders of ash and laurel-wood frame 
with rounded corners. The scheme of the hall is completed 
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Two illustrations of lounge dining 
room in English walnut and cherry 
wood with bottle green chenille up- 
holstery and oatmeal curtains with 
raised design in pink. Note clock in 
center of mirror over fireplace. Cup- 
boards are located under lounge win- 
dow seats. 


with off-white walls and fitted carpeting in neutral fawn. 
The same wall finish and carpeting is employed as the dec- 
orative background throughout the suite. 

The lounge and the dining room are one interior; and it 
is seen in two of the illustrations. The electric radiator with 
its stainless steel reflector is at one side of the room and 
is the focus-point of the lounge. On either side are fitted 
bookshelves and cupboards, with lounge arm-chairs in a 
bettle-green and beige chenille and a smokers’ table in 
steel and plate glass. The fitments throughout are in Eng- 
lish walnut, with handles and contrasting details in cherry- 
wood. 

Above the fireplace is a three-piece wall mirror which 
extends practically the entire width of the room. This gives 
animation and sparkle as well as making the interior seem 
much larger. Electric strip lights are concealed along the 
base of a cove above the mirrors, and the effect by artificial 
light is extraordinarily fine. An electric 
clock in the centre of the chimneybreast, 
with the clock-face engraved on the mir- 
ror make an unusual detail. The several 
cups and trophies seen among the decora- 
tive accessories testify to the Prince's en- 
thusiasm for athletic sports and aviation. 

The dining portion of the room is di- 
rectly opposite to the fireplace, and there 
is a long built in sideboard along the 
wall at right-angles to the bookshelves. 
This sideboard is just visible in the mir- 
ror toward the left of the photograph 
which shows the fireplace. 

The bow windows opposite the side- 
board has an arresting structural feature 
consisting of a fitted seat following the 
curve of the (Please turn to page 36) 
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Roy Blass, architect—Reception room of the Chicago Vitreous Enamel Co., 
featuring a wall section with a seven-color mural all of porcelain enamel. 
Here the company’s product is both practically and decoratively em- 
ployed. The seats are leather with a bronze frame. Courtesy Furniture Age. 


FFICIENCY—EFFIcIENCy—Efhciency—the great hue 

and cry today the world over—smart governments are 
demanding it of their people—clever leaders are demand- 
ing it of their workers—keen businessmen are demanding 
it of their offices! These offices or mental workshops must 
encourage swiftly moving routine, permit uninterrupted con- 
centration and offer complete physical and mental comfort. 
To successfully deliver such a package the average deco- 
rator must reorient his thinking and approach. Executive 
offices and attendant rooms are semi-private suites designed 
to facilitate the accomplishment of specific duties. Their 
planning and furnishing must be entirely subservient to the 
most efficient execution of these duties. From there on 
the decorator has the floor, and can concoct all manner 
of things bounded by good taste and the client's humor. 
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Planning 

One of the most interesting things about designing 
business or even professional suites is that each case pre- 
sents such different requirements. Of course, the recep- 
tion room and the private office for a single executive is a 
minimum, while almost an endless succession of rooms, 
ante-rooms and halls must be planned to house a large 
corporation. 

In a professional suite the clients’ or patients’ comfort 
must be given first consideration. The doctor's reception 
room must be informal, inviting and relaxing—a place 
that will have enough interesting features to help the visi- 
tors take their mind off themselves. Color and arrange- 
ment are very important factors to consider in the psychia- 
trist’s office. Colors should be fairly neutral so as not to 








W. &.]. Sloane—President’s office of Bankers Life Co., Des Moines, lowa. A 
splendid example of combining beautiful wood grain, interesting fabric designs 
and plain leather upholstery into a harmonious scheme. Walls are of East 
Indian laurel with a burl inlay decorative band. Carpet is a dull grey-blue. 


excite or depress those suffering from mental disoraers. 
Such offices may well require a separate exit to obviate the 
possible embarrassment of a patient meeting anyone in the 
waiting room. 

Separate exits are sometimes very convenient in the 
business office. Another idea that a decorator recommends 
for the business suite is a separate ante-room off the execu- 
tive office. It may necessitate making the office a bit 
smaller or it might be placed between two offices to be 
shared by both men. Such a room can well be informally 
furnished and, without a telephone, can become a very 
opportune retreat for an interview or moment of concen- 
tration or relaxation. 


Latitudes 
As in all activities that man dictates, strange and mys- 


terious rulings pervade the sanctum sanctorums of the 
business world. For example, why only leather uphol- 
stered furniture should be permitted to grace the inner 
dignity of financial institutions is a moot question. Not 
that leather is not a very lovely and serviceable material 
but then variety is the spice in a decorative scheme. 

A case at point is a very conservative and reliable estab- 
lishment that suggested, by way of variety, the introduc- 
tion of a tapestry covered settee in the executive office of a 
bank. Finally, the executive was convinced that said settee 
was not only not a detriment to the future success of the 
firm, but a very appropriate addition to his office. All went 
well till a few confréres dropped in and so disparaged the 
presence of the offending tapestry covered settee that the 
poor harassed executive ordered its banishment. 
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Above, Jack Cameron, decorator—a physician’s 
reception room in simple, informal modern 
style. In such an atmosphere patients can re- 
lax and wait at their ease. All wood is in 
natural white oak. 


Left, Roy Blass, architect—Office of the presi- 
dent of the Chicago Vitreous Enamel Co., walls 
of teak Flexwood with applied gold leaf trim. 
Furniture in natural walnut with tan and burnt 
orange leather, and draperies in two shades of 
tan. Note air conditioning outlet and indirect 
fixtures set in the acoustical ceiling. Auxiliary 
spot lights, including fluorescent desk lamp is 
effective. Courtesy Furniture Age. 


Opposite page, Paul MacAlister, A.1.D.—Dra- 
matic eagle photomural adds greatly to the in- 
terest and depth of this wall opposite the ex- 
ecutive desk. The lounge and window cur- 
tains are of a textured terra cotta fabric, the 
walls are light grey-blue, and the textured rug 
in dark. blue. 





The above incident should not be a discouragement to 
decorators seeking office contracts for it is quite surprising 
what latitude some executives will permit in the creation 
of comfortable and attractive surroundings in which to 
carry on the routine of life. One high-up on a much re- 
spected newspaper requested his decorator to go “oriental” 
for the office atmosphere. It turned out to be a gorgeous 
job with the budget running into five figures. So there 
it is, and between these two representations of how to 
combine comfort with business, the designer of office 
schemes will have many interesting experiences. 


Limitations 


The decorators campaign of appeasement in the realm 
of office decoration is two-fold. Not only must he soothe 
the perplexed businessman, but he must also wrestle with 
the decorative shortcomings of the average business build- 
ing and the rulings of the building codes. It is really 
very important, before any extensive planning is done, 
for the decorator to become well acquainted with the local 
building requirements and fire restrictions. Many a fine 
plan has been either consumed by fire regulations or 


wrecked by building laws because of the lack of under- 
standing of local rulings. This is not as formidable as 
it sounds because these regulations are fairly standardized 
throughout the country and the majority of raw product 
manufacturers have conformed to them. 

Low ceilings is one of the more troublesome factors to 
contend with, especially in the modern office building where 
the owner is attempting to squeeze as many tenants into a 
given sky space as possible. These low ceilings are very 
apt to play havoc with decorative proportions unless the 
details are especially designed for it. One decorator re- 
marked how frequently beautiful Georgian room details 
originally employed for high ceilinged interiors were re- 
scaled for the modern office causing very bad distortion. 
The horizontal lines near the ceiling including the cornice 
should be greatly minimized if not eliminated altogether. 
Emphasis should be on the vertical above the dado line. 

Then often these low ceilings are gaily ornamented 
with sprinkler heads and a network of overhead pipes. 
When possible it is well to incase this plumbing exhibit 
within a false ceiling leaving only the sprinkler heads ex- 
posed. Another and less expensive method of solving this 
problem is to paint the ceiling and its attendant equipment 
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either black or a very dark tone of one of the colors used 
in the room. Such a scheme would necessitate diffused 
soft direct lighting as indirect would kill the results. 


Soundproofing 

While steel and concrete form a very efficient and fire- 
proof structure it also creates a wonderful loudspeaker for 
every action and transaction in the building. Thus there 
have come into being a grand array of muffling and silenc- 
ing materials. Wood panelling, of course, would help but 
many buildings will not permit any wood in the offices 
aside from the actual furniture. Fire laws, however, are 
relaxing a bit, allowing the use of highly fire-resistant ply- 
wood veneers on the walls and some of the doors. The 
wood film on these panels is so thin, though, that little 
sound absorption can be expected. Double partitions, say 
of wood veneered steel, packed with a sound absorbing 
bulk that is fire proof, such as glass fibre, steel wool, as- 
bestos, etc., will actually form a sound-proof wall. And 
there are other materials, some in block form, that will do 
the job very nicely. 

Full carpeting over a lining and heavy curtains at the 
windows are ideal for eliminating the noises within the 
office itself. Both of these decorative elements are being 
more accepted by the better class office not only as a neces- 
sity to insure quiet relaxing surroundings but because of 
their eye value. Very often noises from the tenant up- 
stairs distractingly trickles through. While the decorator 
cannot control this disturbance at its source he can elimi- 
nate it by an acoustical ceiling. 

Air Conditioning 

Manufactured climate, once the exclusive lure of ‘‘movie”’ 
houses, is now beginning to cool the fevered brow of many 
a weary businessman. Where the building is already 
equipped with an air conditioning system the decorator has 
no problem. But in most offices it has to be installed when 
desired. Of the many units manufactured they range from 
a little tin fan box on a window sill that blows in good, 
bad or indifferent air, to complete systems that wash, filter, 
humidify or de-humidify, cool or heat the atmosphere by 
thermostatic control. Price is the only deciding factor 
which of these several units is to be selected. 

If a fairly complete system is to be installed with ducts, 
that question should be decided before the partitions are 
put up as the ducts should be hidden therein. Ceiling 
ducts can be inconspicuously located parallel to some ex- 
posed beams and painted to match. A small closet in an 
adjoining hall at the corner of the office can conceal the 
mechanical equipment. Then should the tenant move, the 
whole system with the exception of the ducts built in the 
walls can be removed salvaging most of the initial cost. 


Communications 
Swift and accurate means of communication is of prime 
importance to any executive today. This means not only 
the essential inter-office and outside telephones but both 
radio and television sets. Among other things the radio 
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gives important market and industrial news, weather re- 
ports and an opportunity to check on broadcasting pro- 
grams sponsored by the company. Television with a voice 
transmission, on the other hand, can instantly take the 
executive to other parts of his office or his factory or shop 
for inspection of both products and procedures. Further- 
more, it is not impossible to visually follow along with a 
road project at an immense saving of time. 
Lighting 

Man-made lighting is really getting somewhere these 
days and there is no longer any excuse for the modern 
office to be inadequately illuminated regardless of its type 
or plan. Not only are there direct, diffused, indirect and 
spot or local lighting systems that may be employed in vary- 
ing combinations but there are also the standard and spe- 
cial incandescent lamps as well as the newer fluorescent 
vapor lamps. Thus an interior can be flood lighted, softly 
lighted or spot lighted to suit. 

Many executives prefer general illumination in order to 
have their desks clear of everything including lamps. One 
office so equipped has a duplex ceiling fixture with a com- 
bination of several low watt bulbs giving soft direct light 
and a very powerful lamp for indirect light. By a switch 
on the desk the executive is able to regulate the lighting 
that is appropriate for conversation or close work. 

Most men, however, prefer a desk lamp. Of the more 
recent types the fluorescent lamp is becoming very popular 
as it creates almost no heat and sheds a very restful light. 
But when employing any local lighting all the illumination 
should not come from that one source. There should al: 
ways be at least some soft general illumination in the 
room. It has been proven that it is a considerable strain 
on the eyes to read or work from a single pool of light in 
an otherwise dark room. 

Fluorescent lighting can give very pleasing illumina- 
tion including the best day-like light so far known. Still, 
to obtain the best results for office illumination it is best 
to combine the incandescent lamps with the fluorescent. 


Decorative Interest 

Another one of the great mysteries of the business world 
is the question why a business office must be totally devoid 
of design and completely surrounded in drab colors. 
Largely through decorators’ efforts a certain few executive 
suites are beginning to take on a bit of design and color 
interest. Naturally, strong colors or distracting patterns 
are very uncalled for in the realm of an office. But in an 
attempt to obtain a formidable, dignified atmosphere the 
other extreme has been too often adhered to. But when 
proper balance has been achieved; that is soft harmonious 
colors combined with restrained patterns, a really elegant 
and attractive office is the result. 


Walls 
Beautiful wood panellings for the walls are very ap- 


propriate, the grain itself creating an interesting and lovely 
pattern. This is not the only (Please turn to page 35) 
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Dorothy Draper, decorator—Corner of the lounge in the Arrowhead 
Springs Hotel, showing unusual quartered oak woodwork, including 
a recessed niche for china. This black and white and beige setting 
is enhanced by the handsome Canton lamps and other china pieces. 















G. McStay Jackson, designer—Foyer in the Glenview, Illinois home of 
David Smart, publisher of ‘‘Esquire.’’ Very effective hall with wood 
panelled walls and an Oriental touch in the decoration. Semi-frosted 
windows shed a diffused light, silhouetting the plants. Notice indirect 
light over Chinese porcelain. Courtesy Flexwood Company. 
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G. McStay Jackson, designer—Den of David Smart, ‘‘Esquire’’ publisher. 
The severity of this streamlined room is broken by the ribbon design of 
the sapeli wood panelfed walls. Again an Oriental touch is lent by the 
Chinese porcelain and flower vases on the fireplace shelf. A clever wall 
niche has been built in over the radio to store musical albums. Courtesy 
Flexwcod Company. 
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Mabel Schamberg, A.|.D.—Two views of a Highland Park, Illinois 
residence. Above, gallery overlooking the garden, in white, with 
emerald green and white chintz upholstery. The Greek designed 
cornice and lighting fixtures are worthy of attention. 


Below, living room chartreuse walls and satin curtains, with beige 


rug. Upholstery linen in chartreuse with design in beige and brown, 
and coffee table of tortoise shell. 














Edith Gecker, decorator—Corner of a New York apartment with 
turquoise walls, jewel blue carpet and coral sofa. Painted linen 
draperies of turquoise and coral, with a touch of chartreuse. Wood- 
work is pickled pine, dark accents are furnished by the mahogany 
pieces. 
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NAVIGATOR GLOBE RADIO 


International news events may be conveniently followed by 
listening to this novel globe radio recently brought out 
by Mitchell Mfg. Co. It needs neither aerial nor ground 
wire and operates on AC or DC. The multi-colored globe 
is ten inches in diameter, while the entire unit stands 
fifteen and one half inches, including the walnut stand. 


TABLE LAMP 


This wooden based table lamp is one of the new models 
featured by Rembrandt Lamp Corp., and shown at the 
American Furniture Mart. The base has a champagne finish 
trinmed with brushed-satin chrome, while the quilted 
shade is of brown velvet. 


CARPET 
“Chateau Gardens’, a French inspired pattern of consider- 
able grace and elegance. Manufactured by Charles P. 
Cochrane, it is available in two color versions; one with 
a rosy peach and the other with a silver-green ground. 


TOLE CANISTER 
This hand painted silver canister in flower design is an 
importation from France by Grow and Cuttle Inc. These 
canisters may be had in two sizes, three different colors and 
with Chinois designs. 


GLASSES 


Two of the several American contemporary designed cock- 
tail glasses created by Libby Glass Co. 











































TILES 


These unique tiles of amusing peasant character are poly- 
chrome. They are manufactured in Hungary, in various 
shapes and sizes, and imported by Wm. H. Jackson Co. 


CABINET GROUP 


New creations have just been introduced by Charak Furni- 
ture Co., as representative of American contemporary and 
designed by Tommi Parzinger. The smart inlay cabinet 
['anked by tall flower stands is from this group. 


CHAIR SETTING 


A Louis XV bergere with attached back cushion i: trimmed 
with a contrasting welt and gimp. The flaps on the out- 
side of the arm give a smart tailored effect. The tables of 
mahogany are of later style. Brunovan Inc. 


DESK 
William Haines, of Hollywood, designed this unique raw- 
hide covered desk with buckle pulls. Rawhide was also 
employed on the lacing upholstering of the black chair. 
Both items are manufactured by Gutmann & Co., Inc. 


DRESSING TABLE 


A gracefully proportioned painted vanity table with hinged 
mirror top, as created by the Chateau Furniture Co. 
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Presenting — 





The Continental Fountainaire 


MODEL FIO IDEAL FOR CONSOLE, TABLE, 
BUFFET, WINDOW, ETC. 


At last! A gorgeous real WATER FOUNTAIN 
that needs no piping of any kind! Just fill with 
water and plug into any handy electric outlet. 
Softly falling streams of clear water rendered 
iridescent by the concealed colored lamps inside. 
Humidifies. Operates quietly for about a penny 
a day. Guaranteed for one year. 


Order one today or send for bulletin F10 giving 
full specifications. 


Price as illustrated $39.50 


G. B. SPIEGEL CORP. 


3958 Calumet Ave. Chicago, Illinois 


Write for special agency proposition. 
KM 
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Activities in Brief 





THE ABOVE illustration shows metal tufting buttons connected 
with chain. This gadget is an innovation that has been adopted 
by Charles H. Beckley, in the tufting of his mattresses. It 
provides a very efficient and non-breakable tufting that once 
set in place need never have to be renewed. 


FURNITURE designed by Tommi Parzinger cut in sufficient 
quantity to be offered at very reasonable prices is being 
shown for the first time by the Charak Furniture Co., in 
the forthcoming market. Examples of this furniture, which 
include living room, bedroom and dining room pieces, em- 
ploy mahogany, bleached and natural color, with specially 
prepared finishes. Several of the pieces are designed as 
unit furniture. For example, a breakfront cabinet made up 
of six units, three top and three bottom sections, any one of 
which is a complete cabinet in itself. These various units 
may also be used in several combinations. This new 
Charak ‘American Contemporary” furniture will be on 
display in both their Chicago and New York showrooms. 


Two FAMOUS Finnish architects, Alvar and Aino Aalto, 
announce their partnership in a new American enterprise, 
Artek-Pascoe, Inc., a company “organized for the manu- 
facture and distribution of contemporary designed fur- 
niture at moderate prices.” Clifford N. Pascoe of New 
York is the American partner of the firm and its director. 
Located at 640 Madison Ave., this firm will display 
both American and foreign-made products until domestic 
manufacture can be increased. The furniture, designed to 
fit the body at various angles and postures is chiefly of 
maple and birch and is light and gracefully proportioned 
In addition to furniture, there are textiles, fabrics and 
rugs, ornamental screens, lamps, glassware and china. 


OcCASIONAL furniture of glass and plastic combined may 
now be procured from the Regent Glass Co. 


ANOTHER newly formed organization is Carlisle Upholster- 
ers, Inc., who have taken factory and showroom quarters 
at 44 West 18th St., N. Y., where they are displaying their 
line of period upholstered furniture. Here many new 
Regency pieces will be featured as well as various other 
English XVIII Century models. 


BREAKING away from the tradition of selling single and 
full size mattresses at the same price, Firestone, the maker 
of Airtex latex mattresses, is now selling the single size 
at a lower price than the double size. 
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Wedgwood 


IMPORTED desk of veneer burl 
woods beautifully matched with a 
fine old walnut finish. Its size 
makes it a welcome piece of furni- 
ture for any room where a practical 
and decorative desk is needed. 

Size: 3834” high, 19” deep, 2734” wide. 
Retail price $145.00. 
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MAKERS OF HANDBLOCK, 

MACHINE & 
DISTINCTIVE Established 1885 SCENIC , 
FURNITURE 34 East 53rd St., N. Y. ¢ Strafford, Pa. * 1515 Walnut St., Philadelphia WALLPAPERS 


Sole American agents for Zuber & Cie, Desfosse & Karth, Paul Dumas 















































MIRRORED FURNITURE 











“s Vanity 
tas ‘ tables, beds, 
bss j screens, 
stools and 
all boudoir 
furniture, 


Mirrored 
fireplaces 
and all wall 
treatments 
in glass and 
mirror, 





Closet and 
bathroom 
accessories 
—cabi nets, 
shelves, 


owe 
baskets, etc. 


Our staff will 
create de- 
signs or 
carry out 
vour own 
ideas. 


REGENT fFornirine 
MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


969 First Ave., Between 53rd & 54th Sts. 
New York City Wickersham 2-9664—9665 



































PRESSED BRASS CORNICES AND HOLDBACKS 


The New Trend 
to Old Beauty 


@ These direct reproductions of genuine 


hand-wrought designs recapture the charm 


of very old Metal Craftsmanship. 


Often, their use adds the final touch of 


artistry that “makes’’ a room. 








Illustrated folder free on request 


The EATON-POND Company, Inc. 


15 Park Street Springfield, Mass. 
FORMERLY COLLINSVILLE, CONN. 
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CUSTOM UPHOLSTERED 


FURNITURE 


Period — Modern — Contemporary 


The many new models in upholstered pieces 
being added constantly to our wide show- 
room display during the summer months will 
provide the trade with many new ideas for 
the coming fall season. We cordially invite 
the trade to see these new additions. 


Mittman cooperation in design and construc- 
tion of special-built furniture from your own 
sketches—or those of our staff—for individ- 
ual or contract commitments—is finding much 
favor among decorators. Avail yourself of this 
added service. 
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M. MITTMAN & CO., INC. 
316 East 53rd St.. New York 


MANUFACTURERS OF CUSTOM BUILT 
UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE—BEDDING 
STUDIO COUCHES 
SINCE 1910 
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF DEcoRATORs held a lunch- 
eon on June 11th at the Dorset Hotel, at which William 
A. Kimbel, President, presented a certificate of Honorary 
Membership in the Institute to James J. Rorimer, Curator 
of Mediaeval Art and of The Cloisters of the Metropoli- 
tan Museum of Art. Mr. Rorimer is the son of the late 
Louis Rorimer, one of the founders of the Institute. 

At a business meeting of the National Board following 
the luncheon it was voted that the next annual conference, 
which marks the tenth anniversary of the founding of the 
Institute, be held in Boston in 1941. 


THE DecORATORS WAR RELIEF SHOP, 6 East 57th St., 
New York, opened to the public on July 11th. Everything 
in the shop, including especially woven fabrics, has been 
donated by the decorators, by those with whom they work, 
and by others interested in seeing it a financial success. All 
the articles are selected by New York’s leading decorators 
with prices well below market value, ranging from twenty- 
five cents up. 

The shop itself, styled by Lee Cook of Decor, Hobe 
Erwin of Jones & Erwin, and Robert E. Locker, is com- 
pletely American from the specially woven red and white 
flag-striped silk and the blue damask background seen 
through the parted draperies to the military gold rug in the 
entrance window. 


UNDER the sponsorship of the Modern Plastics Magazine, 
the Fifth Annual Modern Plastics Competition is now 
open for entries until August 15th. Any object or product 
designed or placed on the market since September 1, 1939, 
in which any sort of plastic material is a component part 
is eligible for entry. Because of new innovations during 
the year, especially in the furniture and architectural fields 
there are many new classifications including architecture, 
business and office equipment, decorators’ accessories, fur- 
niture, lighting and novelties. Judges of this year’s com- 
petition are: Alfred Auerbach, editor of Retailing, Harvey 
Wiley Corbett, architect, Wm. A. Kimbel, President of 
the American Institute of Decorators, Morris B. Sanders, 
architect-designer, A. M. Swigert, member of production 
research division staff of Chrysler Corp., and Harold Van 
Doren, industrial designer. A Modern Plastic Plaque of 
Award will be presented to the prize winners at a formal 
dinner at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel on October 15th. 


ANTIQUE Greek and Roman sculpture suitable to present 
day gardens, a wrought iron gate and balcony, colorful tiles, 
bronze pieces and a Roman basin of African marble on a 
carved pedestal will go on exhibition at the International 
Studio Art Corp. Galleries on July 17th and remain through 
August 30th. All the pieces are from that part of the Wil- 
liam Randolph Hearst Collection now owned and being 
dispersed by the International Studio Art Corp. 


ON or about July 25th, S. Kravet & Sons, Inc., jobbers of 
upholstery and drapery fabrics, will. move from their 
present quarters at 36 East 21st St., N. Y., to new and 
larger quarters at 38 East 30th St. Their fall line is now 
in preparation and sample books will be ready about 
August 15th. 


THE 1984th session of The Leipzig Trade Faill will be 
held from August 25th to 29th, inclusive. This interna- 
tionzl exchange has been held without interruption for 
more than 700 years. 
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CHARLES H. BECKLEY, Inc. 


SHOWROOM & FACTORY: 305 EAST 47'™ STREET 
NEW YORK, N.Y 


TELEPHONE + PLAZA 3-1190 





BASSETTAND VOLLUM 


WALLPAPERS TOTHE TRADE EXCLUSIVELY 
740 RUSH STREET 
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Rawhide 


ADDS A MODERN, 
BRIGHT NOTE TO 
INTERIORS 


A magnificent beauty is achieved by the 
use of Tufraw Genuine Rawhide in the 
Penthouse Living-Dining Room in House 
Beautiful’s 1940 Bride’s House,  illus- 
trated. The Rawhide which covers the 
circular wall above the fireplace adds a 
distinctive, modern touch in harmony 
with the decorative scheme of this stun- 
ning room. 





Used extensively in the Desert Room at 

e San Francisco Exposition . . . in 
the Ford Executive Lounge at the New 
York World’s Fair, and in many out- 
standing homes . . . Tufraw Rawhide 
adds beauty, sparkle and individuality to 
any interior. It gives a new styling to 
wall paneling, table tops, chairs, radios, 
cabinets, etc. Write for FREE Swatches 
of Tufraw Rawhide in the Natural and 
Colors. Address Dept. 1D7. 


GUTMANN and COMPANY 
INCORPORATED 


Makers of Quality Leathers for 
Half a Century 


Dept. ID7, 1511 Webster Ave. 
Chicago 
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A Freize in full color from our collection of thor- 
oughly washable hand printed wallpapers, available 
in the following stock colors at three dollars the 
yard, list: 


No. 161 Chalk blue, rich red, green and gold 


No. 162 Powder pink, lavender, green and gold 


No. 163 Grey, citron yellow and weathered bronze 


No. 164 Grey, blush pink, green and gold 


Color line with illustration sent upon request. 
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WROUGHT IRON 
FURNITURE AND ACCESSORIES 


JOHN-B-SALTERINI CO. 
322 EAST 44TH STREET, NEW YORK 
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) WHEN YOUR NEXT 
COMMITMENT CALLS 
FOR DISTINCTIVE 
GARDEN FURNITURE 


Richard L. Sandfort 


INCORPORATED 





Garden Furniture 


155 E. 54th St. New York 
Tel. PLaza 3-9770 


E0000 000 


34 INTERIOR DECORATOR 











UPHOLSTERED living room furniture in period styies and 
period adaptation is shown in the showrooms of the newly 
formed Somerset Furniture Co., Inc., 24 West 25th St., 
N. Y. In addition the factory will be geared to custom 
production from the customer's own design. The owners 
and officers are Jack B. Weiss, David Cohn, Carlo Marino. 


ANNOUNCEMENT of the affiliation of the R. H. Taylor 
Bedding Co. and the Sealy plant to serve metropolitan 
Chicago, northern Illinois and northern Indiana has just 
been made by Sealy, Inc. Headquarters will be maintained 
in Space 847 in the American Furniture Mart where Sealy 
mattresses, box springs, and studio couches and Taylor 


Bedding products will be displayed. 


News From the West Coast 


WITH THE arrival in San Francisco of L. Moholy-Nagy, 
director of the Chicago School of Design, and his staff 
of four teachers, the long-awaited visit of the Bauhaus 
group to Mills College, in suburban Oakland, got under 
way late in June. Moholy-Nagy and his group is offering 
a comprehensive course in the present-day development 
of Bauhaus practice, with several interior decorators en- 
rolled. Emphasized is modeling, drawing, color, pho- 
tography, weaving and basic principles. The staff includes 
Gyorgy Kepes, Charles Niedringhaus, Robert J. Wolff and 
Mrs. Marli Ehrmann. A special course for those interested 
only in weaving is offered by Mrs. Ehrmann, while L. 
Moholy-Nagy is giving an advanced course for architects. 


THE JUNE meeting of the Northern California Chapter, 
A.I.D., was held at the handsomely appointed Women’s 
Club on Treasure Island, site of the Golden Gate Inter- 
national Exposition, and following the business session a 
guided tour was made of the Palace of Fine Arts. Here 
special attention was given to the displays of decorative 
arts to which northern and southern California interior 
decorators have contributed. “Art in Use’ is the general 
title applied to the several rooms which flank the “Art 
in Action Plaza.’” These rooms are designed to show, in a 
variety of ways, how the decorator works to give character 
and interest to a simple interior. The point emphasized 
is that these ends may be secured with a modest budget. 


THE HAWAIIAN BUILDING at the Golden Gate Interna- 
tional Exposition, San Francisco, has been transformed 
into the Hostess House this year, with interior decorations 
by Mrs. Frances Elkins. Special programs are presented 
Friday afternoons with a long array of noted speakers. 
The program for early presentation includes ‘‘Recent 
Trends in Home Decoration as Seen at the New York 
Fair,” by Dorothy Wright Liebes; ‘Flower Arrangements,” 
by Mme. Obata; ‘Radio's Home Economist,” by Josephine 
Martin; “Chinese Women in Arts,’ by a noted Chinese 
artist; “Chinese Women in the Professions,” by Mrs. 
Margaret Chung; and ‘The Theatre,” by Hedda Hopper. 


Dr. GRACE MCCANN MokLey, director of the San 
Francisco Museum of Art, has been made a director of 
Pacific House at the Golden Gate International Exposition. 


AN interior decorating studio has been opened at 1109 
Howard Ave., Burlingame, Calif., by James King. 


GORDON MILLs, with G. T. Marsh & Co., San Francisco, 
is preparing to open an interior decorating studio in the 
east-bay residence suburb of Berkeley. 
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EVERETT BROWN, interior decorator of 2608 Fruitvale 
Ave., Oakland, Calif., is preparing to move to a larger 
studio nearby. 


THE FLEUR De Lis Srupios of Interiors has been opened 
at 12210 Wilshire Blvd., West Los Angeles, by Minnie 
English. 


ARCHIE TaYLor, formerly of the staff of G. T. Marsh & 
Co., has been made head decorator for the City of Paris 
store, San Francisco. 


Come Into My Office 
(Continued from page 22) 


form of wall decoration that is appropriate for use in 
offices, however, despite its popularity. A mural, either by 
photography or painted, expressing or personifying the 
type of business in which the executive is interested is 
equally fitting. Such murals can be placed on the wall op- 
posite the desk or on one side, but never back of the desk 
where it would compete with the true center of interest in 
the office—the executive. Of course, paintings, etching or 
interesting photographs personalizing both the business 
and the man add considerably to an office atmosphere. Then 
again a dignified and subtly designed wall paper can be 
very appropriate. 
Floor 

If the walls are to be plain or nearly so, then indeed 
the carpet could have a pattern, perhaps in two tones. 
There are so many fine designs in broadlooms on the 
market that there should be little trouble in finding a 
suitable one. Should it be necessary to use linoleum or 
other hard surfaced flooring a small pattern is best, unless 
the office is unusually large. Many an office has been 
thrown out of scale by the introduction of a large pat- 
terned flooring. When using hard surfaced flooring it is 
possible to create special insets representing the product 
or service of the company as an effective decorative motif. 


Materials 

Leather, of course, is a very fine medium for upholstery 
in the business suite. It is serviceable and easily main- 
tained. Also influenced by decorative styling, a greatly 
increased color range in leathers has been developed. But 
there again, animal hides are not the one and only up- 
holstery material that can be or should be used on an office 
chair! There are a great many rough or textured weave 
fabrics, tapestries and other materials that have a dis- 
tinctly masculine appeal. The introduction of some of 
these having soft colorings and pleasing designs can often 
rescue an office scheme from becoming trite and ordinary. 

The harsh ‘‘warehouse’’ lines of many of the standard 
office buildings can be well eliminated by employing heavy 
curtains at the windows. They will not only soften the 
glare from out of doors but will definitely contribute to 
the decorative interest of the ensemble. Here, if nowhere 
else, design can be introduced to prevent the deadening and 
depressing monotony of unrelieved monotones. 

Regarding Venetian blinds, they are so generally ac- 
cepted that they only require passing mention. It might 
be interesting to note how these blinds have been used 
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FIRMFLEX...f0r crispness’ sake 


Firmflex, PRM’s newest cotton fabric, is an 
entirely different version of the cotton rug— 
tightly woven of spotless long staple yarn into 
a crisper, stronger floor-covering of sharply- 
defined texture. Watch for our folder with a 
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to see it today at our cool showrooms. 


“GOLDEN FLEECE” FLOOR COVERINGS 
136 EAST 57 STREET, NEW YORK 


$16 So. Figueroa St., Los Angeles 





Pail 


Merchandise Mart, Chicago 

















—Petratite— 
* 


Interior 
Architecture 
* 
Decorative 
Plaster 


* 
PAUL SNOW TILDEN, Inc. 


206: EE. 3S Se, B.. ¥. 
MUrray Hill 5-6881 


Empire Mirror 











JULY, 1940 

















De cora tors 


pm A See 


THE NEW 


ENTERPRISE 


Wall Papers for 


1940 


New Sanitary Engravures 


FEATURING 30” PLAS 


TICS AND 


GROUNDED SUNFAST WASHABLE 
20” WALLPAPERS 


Ask Your Jobber or Write Us 


ENTERPRISE 


WALL 


PAPER MFG. COQ. 
SOUTH LANGHORNE 


PENNA. 











251 EAST 33rd STREET 


OVER 300 


mantels of all types 
of design and peri- 
ods —in wood or 
marble — antiques 
and __— reproductions 
aera from stock 
or to order for spe- 
cial requirements. 
We invite the trade 
to bring or send 
their clients to us. 


De Olde Mantel Shoppe 


J. V/. JOHNSON, PRES. 
(EST. 1879) 


NEW YORK 














Decorative Books 
of Authority 


BOOK DEPARTMENT 
SIST YOU. 


CLIFFORD 





IF YOU NEED BOOKS ON ANY 
DECORATIVE SUBJE 


CT OUR 
CAN AS- 


WRITE US. 


& LAWTON, Inc. 


EST. 1888 


373 Fourth Ave., N. Y. C. 











at office windows subjected to very strong light. Double 
windows are hung with the outer panes of clear glass and 
the inner ones slightly frosted. The Venetian blinds are 
then installed between the two windows. The frosted 
glass diffuses the light no matter how strong it is while 
the blinds regulate the amount very effectively, and at the 
same time are completely hidden. This method also 
washes out undesirable vistas so often the affliction of 
business buildings. 

Now Mr. Businessman’s wife has a semi-annual house 
cleaning but it is an exception if his office gets similar 
treatment once a year. Therefore, the various decorative 
elements must be selected with an eye for durability. To- 
gether with the normal maintenance as regards the re- 
location or actual removal of dust and dirt, which is never 
too efficient in the average office building, and the in- 
frequency of office refurnishing, the carpets and other 
fabrics must be able to ‘‘take it.” That means that all 
materials must be sunfast and not of a delicate color. And 
too, because such furnishings are so rarely changed, it is 
not advisable to install highly styled fabrics as they are 
very apt to become dated and tiresome. 


Siamese Prince Goes Modern 
(Continued from page 17) 


window. It is upholstered in bottle-green chenille and has 
a base of walnut and cherry inclosing four capacious stor- 
age cupboards. The curtains, which are hung within an 
architectural pelmet finished with the walls, are in oat- 
meal, ivory and pink, a large-scale foliage design of the 
kind which is now the latest fashion being shown in relief. 

Another unusual window arrangement, and one with 
perhaps, even more imaginative treatment is seen in the 
study. This is quite a small room, and the maximum use- 
fulness has been secured by means of space-saving furni- 
ture. The long built-in piece seen in the photograph is 
particularly outstanding. It consists of a writing table 
with cupboards and shelves either side, and is curved so 
that it extends along the right-angle formed by two 
walls. This fitment is painted a deep brown to tone with 
the rosewood chairs and table, and there is no denying that 
it gives abundant accommodation without taking up too 
much room. 

In other parts of the study there are two divans and in 
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addition to providing seating space, tnese can be converted 
for use as beds. The divan has simply to be pulled out so 
that the wall cushion can be lowered to the horizontal. The 
ends of the pedestals can also be extended to form a small 
cupboard with shelf, this being done by simply placing two 
pedestal units face to face. The colour scheme of the study 
is completed with upholsteries in blue and yellow, with 
some mauve and pink in the loose cushions. The study 
chairs are in blue morocco. The curtains are an ivory vel- 
vet with a printed design consisting of a lily motif in blue 
and yellow. 

Although not suitable to illustrate there is also a small 
bedroom which is panelled entirely, including the ceiling, 
in figured cedarwood. There is a fitted dressing table and 
a divan-bed, and when the curtains are drawn the room 
is like the interior of some large piece of furniture. It 
is like entering a large cabinet or cupboard equipped with 
bedroom furniture. In fact, the whole flat is most original 
and picturesque, as well as practical and comfort-creating in 
the highest degree. 

The interior decorations are by Mr. Gordon Russell, who 
was requested by H. R. H. Prince Chirasakti to design the 
interior of his apartment. 


Veneer 


(Continued from page 15) 


In the days before modern machine all veneering was 
cut by the cruder method of the hand saw. Naturally, 
there was considerable waste as the saws were fairly thick 
and a great deal of the wood was lost in sawdust. Then 
again, it was impossible to cut by hand as thin sheets 
as can be cut by a machine saw. However, lovers of 
antiquity still claim that the hand sawn, diagonally cut 
veneers possess a certain brush-like quality that is lacking 
through the use of modern techniques. Be that as it may, 
modern machinery permits of more veneer sheets from 
the same log, thus permitting of a greater distribution of 
rare and beautiful patterns. 

The up to date veneer plant employs knife cutting more 
often than the buzz saw for stripping the log into veneers. 
The rotary cut is simply rotating the log in an immense 
lathe, after softening under a steam bath, against a razor- 
sharp blade. This blade is so regulated that it can slice 
an entire log into one continuous sheet. In this way the 
sheets may be cut to the greatest advantage of pattern 
instead of being just single circumferences of the log. 

In the half round and back cut method the log is sliced 
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¢ Our new home will provide better facilities, more 
showroom and stockroom space for the display of our 
varied lines of upholstery and drapery fabrics. Sample 
books of the new fall line now in work will be ready 
about August 15th. 
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through the center and placed in the lathe off center. The 
sheets are sliced off in a semi-circular or half-moon fashion. 
This gives a slightly different figure to the veneers as the 
arc of the cutting curve is greater than in the rotary cut. 
For the quartering or diagonal cut, the log is cut into 
one quarter segments: then run across a stationary knife 
cutting diagonally through the annular rings. This method 
is particularly used for white oak in bringing out the flake 
pattern of the grain. Such quartering is not any different 
from the old fashioned quartered lumber used for fine 
cabinet work in the past. The only advantage is that many 
more sheets of wood are obtained from such slice cutting 
than could ever have been gotten from the old fashioned 
sawn, quartered lumber. 

Plain slice cutting is also employed for obtaining veneers. 
This is simply cutting the log parallel to its center. This 
method produces the least interesting grain and would 
not be used for the most highly figured woods. 


Veneer Figures 


It is surprising what a beautiful designer the ordinary 
tree can often be. Attacked by man, bugs and the elements, 
it overcomes all three of its enemies by producing irregu- 
lar growths and marvelous designs. Its location has a 
great deal to do with the type of design it will produce. 
In the forest, well protected by many other trees, its grain 
is more apt to be straight, except when it has to repel 
the attack of insects and disease by wart formations. A 
tree by itself exposed to winds and storms will inevitably 
develop twists in the annular rings or grain that form 
very intricate designs. 

There are a great number of patterns known by various 
names but the most important are: 

BLISTER—Produced by uneven contour of annular 
rings, and are not blisters or pockets in the wood. 

BIRDSEYE—Due to local sharp depressions in annular 
rings accompanied by considerable fibre distortion, occurs 
in only a small percentage of maple. 

CHAIN—A succession of short cross markings uniform 
in character, suggesting a chain. 

CROSS FIRE—Figures extending across the grain as 
mottle, fiddle-back raindrop and finger roll, are often 
called cross fire. 

CURLY—Due to fibres being distorted and producing 
a wavy, curly effect, found mostly in maple or birch. 

FIDDLE-BACK—A fine, strong, even ripple figure, 
often seen on the backs of violins, found principally in 
mahogany and maple. 
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FINGER-ROLL—A wavy pattern about the size of a 
finger. 

MOTTLE—-VVariegated pattern consisting principally of 
irregular wavy fibres extending for short distances across 
the face. 

RAINDROP—Waves in the fibres occurring singly or 
in groups at considerable intervals and simulating streaks 
made by drops of rain on a window pane. 

ROPE—Twist in the grain of a broken stripe, simu- 
lating rope. 

PLAIN STRIPE—Alternating lighter and darker 
stripes, running more or less the length of the wood, and 
varying in width. 

RIBBON STRIPE—Wide open stripes, principally 
found in mahogany. 

BROKEN STRIPE—Modification of ribbon stripe, the 
markings tapering out producing a broken effect. 
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Advertisements under this heading — HELP WANTED, 
POSITION WANTED, 5c a word, minimum charge $1.00; 
FOR RENT, 10c a word, minimum charge $3.00. FOR 
SALE, or BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES, 10c a word, mini- 
mum $5.00. Advertisement set in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, 
double above rates. BOXED ADVERTISING, $10.00 per 
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HOME FURNISHING STYLIST AND CONSULTANT DECORA- 

TOR-WOMAN—Now employed seeks new connection. 
Fifteen years experience in department store and exclusive 
interior decorating studios. Graduate Chicago Art Institute. 
References. Address ‘181’ care of INTERIOR DECORATOR. 





PARTNER WANTED for a fast growing furniture store, decor- 

ating studio and drapery shop, in Detroit. Wéith assets over 
$29,000.00, established 8 years catering to high class trade. 
Wonderful opportunity for party with sufficient capital. Prefer 
someone who can take active part in the business. Address 
‘“*183”’ care of INTERIOR DECORATOR. 





POSITION WANTED: Young man, married, thoroughly experi- 

enced as retail wall paper manager with a proved record of 
business building, desires connection with decorating firm or 
home furnishings store. Can instal] and handle wall paper and 
paint departments and assist business in other ways through a 
good general knowledge of interior decoration. Address ’’182”’ 
care of INTERIOR DECORATOR. 
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“y FOR TILTING CONTROLS 
la id, ON VENETIAN BLINDS 
6.) a The simple, sure way to eliminate 
6) “s “creeping” on Venetian Blinds is to 
S 2 specify BEAD CHAIN for the tilting 
Y © controls. It can be included by the 
e.) © manufacturer at only a few cents 
&) © extra cost. 
) © 
» 6 BEAD CHAIN* 
a) @ may be used either for the entire 
I length, or it may be firmly clamped 
oY © with detachable couplings to the 
©e) & color cord and tassel you desire. It 
@) 7 is advertised in “House & Garden.” 
6) we 
S | 
® | BEAD CHAIN 
Yo 
> pater 


THE BEAD CHAIN MANUFACTURING CO. 
"Reg. U. S.. Pat. of. 28 Mt. Grove St., Bridgeport, Conn. 
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NATIONAL DIRECTORY 
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. Mirrors 

Colombo, Leopold & Bro. Inc.—238 E. 44th St., N. Y....eceeeeeeeeeeeeeee 37 

Libbey-Owens-Ford Glass Co.—Toledo, Ohio.............ceeeeeeeeeeecereece 2 


Plastic Decorative Material 


Formica Insulation Co.—Cimeinnati, Ohio............eceeeceeceececeeceeces 7 
Rawhide 

Gutmann & Co., Inc.—1511 Webster Ave., Chicago, Ill.............2seee00- 33 
Thread 

Meyer, John C., Thread Co.—Lowell, Mass..........cccccccscceccccscceees 39 

Myer, Henry Thread Mfg. Co.—Chicago, IIl..........ceecceececceceeceeeee 38 


Trade Workrooms 
Celis Deli TG Bi, Tis Behn 09cbeieecectessenewssscararescces 39 


Wall Coverings 


Bassett & Vellum—740 Rush St.. Chicago, Fil... cccccccccccccccccccccccscs 33 
Diament, A. L. & Co.—34 E. 53rd St., N. ¥.—Strafford, Pa. ............. 31 
Enterprise Wall Paper Mfg. Co..—So. Langhorne, Pa.............++.+ee00 36 
Gutmann & Co., Inc.—1511 Webster Ave., Chicago, Ill.............--00000 33 
Lloyd, W. H. S., 48 W. 48th St., Ni VY. ccccccccecccccccccccccccccccsccees 37 
Strahan, Thos., Co.—Chelsea, Mass.; 417 Sth Ave., N. Y.....-.ceceeeceeee 5 
Warner, Victor B.—234 W. 74th St., N. V.nccccccccccccccccccccsccccccccces 36 
Yerkes, D. Lorraine—700 No. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Ill.—686 Lexington 
Bet He Do sew hateseensdbeakusdsesavelceredanns caxcvmeeeertus een encente 38 


HUGHES PRINTING CO. 
EAST STROUDSBURG, PA. 
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